Christingle Service - 2013 February
Sunday 02 December
2012
The
Christingle
service was extremely
well attended raising
money
for
The
Children’s
Society
while reminding us all
of
the
Christmas
message.
It signalled the beginning a year of celebrations for the 150th Anniversary of St James's Church, with the Revd Peter
Vannozzi's 'Welcome' stating: "Advent is about waiting for Jesus to arrive – as if for the first time. It is the season of waiting
for the light to come in the darkness. This is fitting because we are still waiting for the end to all hatred and darkness in our
world. Like Mary, we are called to rejoice that the Saviour is coming, but also to take action to prepare his kingdom of light
and love. Today is extra-special, because it is the beginning of a year of celebration. On December 11th, 2013 this church will
be 150 years old - 150 years since a group of people decided to found a church here where we are today. The light of Jesus
has shone out from this church ever since. So let us do what they did so many years ago—worship, pray, listen and
celebrate."
The first candle on the
Advent Stand was lit
The music was provided by
St James's Players

The uniformed groups
presented their flags

As we move towards Christmas,
we light first one, then two, then three, then
four candles;
and at Christmas, the white candle in the
middle

The Revd
Peter
Vannozzi gave a talk
"A wilderness with a
number of habitations
of the most wretched
kind, inhabited by a
still more wretched
class of people”.
That’s
how
‘New
Hampton’
was
described
back
in
1863, and it’s a far cry from the Hampton Hill of today. But because of the needs of the new community being born, a young
man called Fitzroy John Fitz Wygram came here as the first vicar. Fitz Wyrgram Close is named after him, over the road from
School Road where schools he built were located. In his time, besides schools, he provided housing, sanitation, and reached
out to those in need. And today, as his successor, I count myself fortunate to live in an area where there is a still a sense of
community. Part of that community for a century and a half has been St James’s Church, one of the earliest buildings of
Hampton Hill, beaten though by the Star which is 150 years old this year. This weekend St James’s begins a year of
celebration of our 150th birthday. If there are two words that strike me as expressing the best of community it is these –

