
APCM Report 2011 - St James’s Website 

St James's Church Website exists to further our Church's mission to 'Build the kingdom of God on earth, and particularly here in Hampton Hill'. It does this by communicating with members of the congregation and visitors in order to promote our church, to provide information about it and its activities, and by stimulating reflection on our Christian values. 

One of our website’s aims is to serve the needs of our congregation, one of the strengths of the Internet being its ability to build community connections. Church members can find information at any time of the day or night from any computer. The Home Page is always up-to-date with information on what is happening in church that particular week, parish notices and links to the current Spire Magazine and Pew Sheet. Forthcoming church and community events and forthcoming musical events are always flagged up. The on-line Calendar/Diary provides dates and times of all the services, events in the church and hall, etc. The sections in the website (Church & Grounds, Groups, Music, Running the Church, St James's History, St James's Images, The Spire Magazine, Witness/Mission, Worship/Services and Young St James’s) keep people up-to-date with all the activities that are going on in the church.

The aim of the Young St James’s section is to encourage the youngsters of our parish and community, this being an important part of our mission. There is also a part explaining the different parts of the Church Year and an increasing number of quizzes and other things to do. You can read the text of the Parish Communion and the All Age Communion Services in the Services/Worship section of the website. There are explanations about what happens during the service and recently taken photographs.
 
More and more people are looking at the website to find out about using the church for rites of passage services: baptism, confirmation, marriage and funerals/internment of ashes. There are pages explaining these services for those who are not too sure about what happens. Also more people are discovering the possibility of booking the church or hall for private functions or concerts, etc and searching the online database for information about the graves in the churchyard.

Our website is also an integral part of our church's outreach to the local community and beyond by being informative, instructive and educational. The website’s vision extends beyond our local church into our community, across the country and even the entire world. Even a small church can have a missions outreach in cyberspace! The web is a God-given tool with huge potential to reach outside as well as inside our own church community.

The church website is a most effective way of 'advertising' to let people know we exist. One reason why a website for a church is important is that more and more people are searching on the internet and finding our website with a search engine. This can help increase publicity, because some visitors may never use the phone book to find us. If they can't find us online, they may never know anything about us. Many people never enter a church building, other than for weddings and funerals so the website can be a powerful tool, explaining what else goes on inside the church and providing an invitation to prospective members to come and enjoy the church’s fellowship.

Our website also tries to reach people looking for a new church, either new people moving into the area or others who want a change, so includes information a potential newcomer to the church would require. There is a new page welcoming visitors explaining what goes on in the church. The website can help people acquire more knowledge about the church before visiting. That way interested people can understand exactly what our church is about and walk in already knowing much more than if they came in ‘cold’. 

Some people may be interested in going to a church, perhaps for the first time, but feel unsure of what to expect. Our website could be the first point of contact for them because the internet provides a perfect tool for people wanting information anonymously. They can browse through the site to see if our church will fulfill their needs. People who are not ready to ‘come into the building’ can visit the website to see what happens, what we believe and why. The website tries to educate visitors and encourage them to take the next step. Descriptions and photos of services and events go a long way toward making a person feel secure enough to make a first-time visit. 

During the year the whole website has been updated in its text, photographs and design. In addition all the Spire Magazines have been scanned and added to the site and the History section has been vastly expanded and now includes the complete history of the church both chronologically in incumbancies and also thematically with the following themes: Charities and Links, Choir, Church Plate and Textiles, Church Hall, Churchyard, Clock and Bells, Clergy, Groups, Finance, Magazine, Organ, Organist, Our Church in the Community, Parochial Church Council, Services, St. James's Church Building, St. James's Church Schools, Sunday School, Social Life, Tower and Spire, Vestry and Vicarage. Stained Glass Windows, 
























