SPIRE COMMITTEE 2010/2011
We have had another very successful year with The Spire bringing church events, the Christian year and all sorts of interesting topics and views to the parish and far beyond.

We receive 650 copies each issue which are distributed by hand by our gallant band of road stewards.  We thank them for their excellent work.  We must also thank Michael and Susan Horner who receive the 650 copies, split them up into rounds and deliver them in bundles nine times a year.

Each issue is also now emailed to a number of people and it is always put on the website.  Susan Horner still sends a few out by post but mostly to past members of the parish who are still interested in the news from St James’s.

Prill Hinckley has been working hard on putting the past editions of The Spire on the website for all to see.  There are a few copies still missing but it is an excellent resource to be able to call up past editions at the click of a mouse.  We express our thanks to Prill for all this hard work and also to our printer, Justin Hollingsworth, who helped Prill with this work.  As we are not able to store past copies under ideal conditions it is good to know that we have electronic copies as well.

We are very grateful to the PCC who have agreed to fund The Spire magazine for another three years.  The PCC considers The Spire to be a very good way to extend their mission in the parish and this is certainly true from all the comments we get from all sorts of people.
Our Spire Appeal last year raised a thousand pounds more than the previous year towards the cost of printing The Spire and goes a considerable way to helping with the finances.  Thank you to everyone who gave to the Appeal and also gift-aided their donation.  It was encouraging to us, as a Committee, that people feel The Spire is worth their support.

We receive very little copy from outside sources so we spend quite a time at meetings racking our brains for interesting articles.  We try to plan well ahead so that we can give people time to write their articles and produce photos and we also like to keep a spare centre-spread and Your Voice set up just in case things go wrong at the last minute.  It also means that people are not put under so much pressure to produce work for deadlines and, we hope, results in much more interesting articles.

At the beginning of 2011 we heard that our printer, Justin Hollingsworth, had contracted for a new machine which would mean that he could print all the editions in colour for us at the same price!  We were overwhelmed with this as it would not be impossible to use full colour if we had to go to commercial printers. This gives us so much more scope and raises the standard of The Spire.  We expressed our thanks to Justin and accepted with alacrity.

The Spire is very much a joint effort with all the Committee taking part in its initial copy and layout.  We work well as a team and enjoy meeting together and helping to produce a magazine that we are all proud of.
JANET NUNN

Editor
