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Report from the 3rd Hampton Hill Scout Group
April 2009 to March 2010
“It was a privilege to take these kids away on camp as it was such fun, they all try so hard and do so well” Jon Holloway – Akela.

Another fun packed and challenging year at the 3rd Hampton Hill Scout Group with our excellent team of leaders, young leaders, Group Executive Committee members and adult helpers. Membership of the Group has increased from 156 (January 2009) to 160 (January 2010) with links and a feed to the Hampton Explorer Unit that currently has a membership of 22 (15 last year).  The 3rd Hampton Hill Scout Group comprises 2 Colonies of Beavers (both meetings held on Fridays), 2 Packs of Cubs (meetings held on Mondays and Wednesdays) and 2 Scout Troops (meetings held on Tuesdays and Fridays).  The Hampton Explorer Unit meets at the headquarters of the 3rd Hampton Scout Group in Percy Road on Mondays.  All Sections, including Explorers, are open to both boys and girls.  We have a long waiting list for the beavers section.  As we are now at our theoretical maximum capacity enquiries to join cubs or scouts are redirected to other Scout Groups in the District.  There continues to be an excellent and varied programme of activities run by the leadership team.
Activities
	Beavers

Themes based on: Global challenge, Fairtrade night, sunflower competition, spies, Fitness Challenge badge, Environment Award. 
Events and visits: Sledging at Sandown, Pirate Sleepover, Pirate Fun Day at Walton Firs, Christmas Tree Lighting up Parade, Beaver Xmas sleepover at the Scout Hall, District New Year Party. Tea party to raise funds for ‘Bliss’, the special care baby charity.

Sledging at Sandown – July 2009
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Pirate Sleepover – July 2009




	[image: image2.jpg]



Winners of the ‘Ian Goddard’ Challenge Cup – September 2009
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CubJam – May 2009
	Cubs

Themes based on: Outdoor and Global challenges, Fairtrade, map reader badge, fire safety, wood and autumn, circus skills, nature, DIY and construction activities,  Creative Challenge, Outdoor Challenge and  Environment Award
Events:  CubJam at Gillwell Park for the National Cub Jamboree, Sixers and Seconders camp (training older cubs in preparation for scouts), District Sports (fourth), Ian Goddard Challenge (winners), District Swimming Gala (joint second), Cubs sleepover, District Quiz
Visits from the Living Classroom and Tim the Bugman.

1,000 cubs from all over the UK went to CubJam.  3rd Hampton Hill was the second biggest group of kids (cubs and scouts combined).  The overall theme at CubJam was ‘Carnival’ and for our Group ‘New Orleans’.
The Cub leaders continue to run a balanced programme based primarily around the requirements of the 6 Challenge badges .The leaders are changing the way that badges are done – doing the ones the cubs cannot do at home and encouraging parents to complete the others, suggesting what is logical for the term. This frees up time to concentrate on the more traditional scouting skills.



	Scouts

Themes based on: fire lighting, building water rockets, craft activities, backwoods cooking, expedition skills, Creepy Crawlies and Biting Bugs, Marshmallow madness and unusual sports – Tai Chi, Bodypopping and Karate.
Badges on: Global Challenge, Pulling (rowing), Navigator Activity and Expedition Challenge, Fire Safety and Fitness Challenge.
Events and visits: Easter camp at Bentley Copse, Thames Young Mariner District Water Weekend, Big Green ‘Shelterbox’ Scavenger Hunt in Central London, Great Parent Scout Cookout, Summer Camp at Tolmers, Expedition Challenge Hike Camp at Polyapes, Chubb Live Fire demonstration at Sunbury, Firework Night, Sainsbury’s Sport Relief Mile and Patrol Leaders’ training camp.
Competitions: Superscout competition, NPL water rocket competition, Day Prowl (3rd and 4th), Kingston’s District Rifle Competition, National Scout Air Rifle Championships at Bisley(3rd in the Junior Connaught and 2nd in Team Pistol), District Swimming Gala,  District Volleyball Tournament, NSRA YPS Course, Richmond District Rifle Competition, County Night Hike.  More information and the scouts’ excellent results in these competitions are posted on our web site. www.3hhscouts.org.uk
One of our scouts has been selected to go through to the next stage in the selection process for one of the 54 places that are available from this County to go to the next Scout Jamboree in Sweden in 2011.
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Summer camp at Tolmers - July 2009
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Extinguishing a fire at Sunbury Fire Station - October 2009




Marshmallow Madness – December 2009
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Expedition Hike Camp – October 2009
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Body Popping (Street Dancing) with Alex “Mechanikool P” Peters – February 2010


 All Sections

Church Parades are usually held on the first Sunday of each month during term time at St James Church.  
To keep the Church informed of our activities and plans, minutes of the 3rd Hampton Hill Scout Group Executive Committee Meetings are emailed to the Vicar.  We meet approximately every 6-8 weeks.

There was a high turnout at the District St George’s Day Parade in April 2009.  Since the Centenary of Scouting in 2007, this has become an annual event in Richmond.  Beavers, cubs, scouts, explorer scouts and leaders from the whole District walked from Richmond Green, through Richmond, over the Bridge and assembled to renew their Scout Promise in Orleans Park School in Twickenham.

Twickeree, District’s triennial weekend camp was held in June 2009 at Marble Hill Park.
The Group’s AGM and BBQ, complete with bouncy castle, was held at our headquarters in July 2009.

All Sections marched along the High Street in the annual Hampton Hill Xmas Tree Lighting Up Parade.

A few months ago the Group Scout Leader suggested that the Group should encourage representation from parents, to get to know different sets of parents.  As a result we now have parent representatives on the Group Executive Committee.  These parent reps talk to the Section Leaders, come at the beginning and/or end of section meetings and get feedback from parents.  They have canvassed parents to ask them for any suggestions concerning improvements to our headquarters.  These are currently being discussed at GEC meetings.

Finances

All the Leaders and helpers do so on a voluntary basis but the Group’s annual expenditure is considerable. Subscription remains unchanged at £35 per term and, where applicable, the Treasurer applies for additional funding from Gift Aid.  We try to keep subs at an amount that does not deter families on low incomes. The annual membership capitation fee, payable by the Group to the Scout Association, £5500 in January 2010, takes a significant part of the subscriptions. Other expenditure, for the Scout Hall, maintenance and repairs, insurance, utilities, running costs for the Sections and the shared costs of a minibus (shared with Hampton Hill Junior School), amounts to several thousand pounds every year.  We have ordered a trailer for the minibus.

Our HQ is available for hire.  Bookings can be made by contacting Kirstie Hird, who has taken on the role of the Group’s Booking Secretary.

We are again collecting Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers to replace and buy additional games equipment.

We are raising funds through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and a link to Amazon through our website.  For more details refer to our web site.

Successful applications to organisations / companies for funds in the past year have resulted in grants of: 

· £3,796 from the Thames Community Foundation for the purchase of 2 patrol tents, lightweight hiking tents and part of the costs of a trailer

· £2,000 from  Checkpoint for part of the costs of a trailer

· £2,000 from Gift Aid

· funds from BP’s Charity Giving Scheme

· £200 from the BP Shipping Committee towards the cost of repairing the patrol tents.
Events planned for 2010 and 2011
Group events planned for the next few months include: a Shooting Competition (also open to adults) for fund raising will be held at the Group Headquarters on Saturday 15th May 2010 and a BBQ / AGM. 

District events include the St George’s Day Parade to be held in Richmond in April 2010.
Plans are well underway for 38 kids and 15 adults to go on the Group’s first international trip - to Kandersteg in Switzerland in 2011.

Objectives
The Group needs to raise funds to support its increasing membership and to maintain the high standards of the programme and activities that the Sections currently enjoy. It also needs to raise funds to maintain and improve our Headquarters and to:
· refurbish the kitchen;

· install a cleaner’s sink;

· form a gravel path from the main entrance doors to other external doors;

· improve the heating in the hall;

· plant pyracantha near the fencing;

· investigate the possibility of installing solar panels;

· replacement and purchase of new equipment;
· increase numbers in adult leadership and support.
On a less positive note we are still experiencing issues regarding trespass and damage within the area of the HQ. However we are working very closely with the Safer Neighbourhood Team, Network Rail Transport Police and local police and jointly we are looking at various options to address this.
There is a continual need to recruit more adult help into the Group.  Adult leaders and helpers are CRB checked and Occasional Helper Forms are completed for anyone who helps, once a month or more, at Group Section meetings.  Although the Group has been successful in attracting additional adult help in the past year, the most urgent need is for additional Beaver Scout leadership and succession planning for the leadership.  The Leaders, GEC and volunteers who give their time to the Group help make it such a success and have a sense of achievement from being part of the Group because they enjoy helping.  We therefore welcome all interest.
Role/Job descriptions are available for anyone who would like to consider volunteering for any roles.  Training programmes and full support from the rest of the Leadership Team are available to adults involved with the Group. Contact the Group Scout Leader, Richard Moody on (020) 8286 6918.
Report for St James’ Church APCM  30 March 2010                                                                  Sandra Marshall, Group Secretary
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