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Organist

Although we have been without a full-time organist this year, we have been very fortunate to have an excellent panel of deputies who have provided a splendid service accompanying the liturgy and also liaising well with the choir and Players.
The Choir

The choir has had a good year providing suitable accompaniment to the liturgy usually twice a month, as well as for special services. The rehearsals and services are well attended by choir members even though attendance is purely voluntary. The choir continues to sing to a high musical standard. Indeed, pieces which are normally tackled by larger forces of professional singers are successfully taken on by the choir. We have introduced parts of a new liturgical setting, called the Salisbury Service, that have been successfully learnt by the congregation.  We would welcome new singers in all voices – there is no audition but members need to be able to read music.
The Children’s Choir

The choir has enjoyed another happy year together and tackling challenging music for Harvest, the Carol Service and Mothering Sunday. They are joined for some of the pieces by the adult choir, which gives the children an additional dimension to their choral experience.
The St. James’s Players 

The Players continues to thrive, accompanying the hymns, songs and liturgy for the 9.30 service on the first Sunday of each month and providing music during Communion and processional music at the end of the service. We also accompanied many of the carols in the Carol Service. We have maintained our now established tradition of providing a valuable opportunity for instrumentalists of all ages to work together musically to support our worship. Most of the members, including some family groups, are from our own congregation and we are also very pleased to welcome friends who are more loosely connected with St. James’s. We regularly get positive comments from the congregation about the high standard and these are gratefully received. We continue to expand our repertoire of hymns and other music.

Concordia Voices

This locally-based choir, which includes several members of the church choir, continues to rehearse in the church and provided a moving evensong for Candlemas.
