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The Jays Sunday School is a lively, caring group for children aged from 31/2 to 14. Why ‘The Jays’? The name was derived many years ago and simply denotes the ‘J’ for St James and ’J’ for Jesus.

We meet most Sunday mornings. The exceptions are the first Sunday in each month, when there is an Informal Service in church that is suitable for the children to attend, and the three main school holidays [we do meet during half term holidays]. Sunday school starts in church at 9.30, during the first hymn we leave the service to go to the hall. We finish at 10.15 when we then bring the children back into church to receive a Blessing or Communion and to join in with the last hymn of the main service.

We use a variety of material, which includes teaching leaflets from the Diocese of Bath and Wells, Youth and Children’s Parish’s Team, videos etc. We follow the church calendar so that the children can see that they are an extension of the church and congregation, not a separate entity.

The children have displayed their work during the year on the notice board in church and in the hall. This work comes solely from Sunday school activities. 
This year saw the top class have their, now annual sponsored sleep over followed the next morning with cooking breakfast for the parishioners. We did this for Mothering Sunday and made in excess of 200 pounds for the Bishop of London’s Lent Appeal.
The children also bring their pocket money for the Church of England Children Society and our collection box is always well stocked! 

The Sunday school help 4 times a year with the side person’s duties and the children are always very willing to help and ‘muck in’. The older children also help on the coffee rota for after church refreshments on a Sunday. This year the elder children have continued leading on the Intercessions. This has been a very good for them as it includes them within the church ceremonies. In Sunday School they discuss current world wide and local issues, and work on the prayers and present them very well in church. The only thing that we need to work on is the speed at which they prayers are delivered.!! Three of the elder children have also progressed to being servers, again extending their knowledge of the church rituals.
Due to the lack of teachers we have only managed to maintain 2 classes. The top class has retained senior school children and the other class primary school children. We run with 2 main teachers and one very trusty ‘supply’ teacher.
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